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Holding Our Own and the Women's Building 
30th/35th Anniversary Awards  
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Holding Our Own and the Women’s Building are jointly celebrating 30 years plus of women’s 
community building and feminist social change organizing in the Capital Region. Celebrate with us 
on Saturday, December 1st at Hotel Albany! These two organizations have housed, seeded, and 
supported women’s work in the Capital Region together for many years.  Throughout our time 
together, we realized that we have not adequately recognized the leadership of Capital Region 
women in the feminist movement locally or broadly or our contributions to building community over 
several decades. Recognizing that leadership comes in a wide range of styles and forms, sometimes 
quiet and sometimes loud and in your face, we tried to create categories of awards that reflect the 
diversity of individuals and contributions they have made.   
Awards are open to all women-identified, trans, gender queer and gender non-conforming 
individuals.  
You may nominate as many individuals as you want.  
You may nominate multiple people in the same category. However, please only select one category 
for each person. Please see the attached Awards Descriptions on pages 3-4 for the available 
categories.  
Please use a separate form for each nominee.  
If you would rather submit a verbal nomination, please feel free to call Holding Our Own at 
518.462.2871 to set up a time to take your information. 
  
Deadline: Must be received by Friday, October 19th.

Continue on Next Page



Is there anything else you would like us to know about your nominee?

Comments:

Explain how your nominee fits the description of the award category you chose?

How do you know or how have you worked with the nominee?

Award Category:(please see category titles and 
descriptions from attached list)

Please answer the following questions:

To save and email this form, click on the "Print Form" button below. 
Make sure "Adobe PDF" is selected in the dialog box.  
Save your completed form by clicking on "Save As" and changing the name of the file when saving. You can 
now send your Nomination Form as an email attachment to hoo@holdingourownonline.org



AWARDS CATEGORIES

Below are the awards categories, descriptions and names for our 30th Anniversary Awards. 
The awards are open to all women-identified, trans, gender queer or gender non-conforming 
individuals. 
  
Game Changers  
We are seeking individuals who are catalysts for change either within an organization or in 
the larger political context. They envision a different kind of world and may be seen as 
"visionary" or "inspirational." Game Changers spark ideas or strategies that may change the 
trajectory or culture of an organization or movement. They may have founded an 
organization, started a project or program, created new movement around a specific issue or 
issues, or brought feminism to arenas that are not traditionally seen as women’s issues.  
  
Creative Forces 
The Creative Force award recognizes individuals who use the arts or other expressive talent 
as a catalyst for feminist social change.  They may be writers, painters, dancers, filmmakers, 
etc. who use their artwork as a strategy for raising awareness around issues, to inspire or be 
part of protests and actions, to facilitate dialogues and convene community or any other 
creative approach to promoting feminism.  Nominees may also include persons who have 
used art as a form of protest and resistance. 
  
Bridge Builders  
This award goes to individuals who are transformational leaders whose work is defined by 
creating connections between and amongst different communities, issues and/or 
organizations. They are marked by a willingness to work with feet in multiple worlds, often 
“belonging” to none or to all. Bridge Builders create the connections that make feminist 
community and movement building possible. They can be mediators, listeners or advocates. 
They might have initiated collaborative actions or efforts, convened representatives /
participants from multiple communities or issue areas, and opened dialogue to facilitate 
healing and understanding. Bridge Builders are visionaries whose work challenges us to 
remember that we are more powerful together than separate. Their effectiveness as 
connectors and conduits of communication often comes with great personal sacrifice.  
  
Life time Achievement/Legacy 
The Lifetime Achievement or Legacy Awards go to the pioneers “on whose shoulders we 
stand”. These are the local women who spearheaded, laid the bricks in the foundation, and 
shaped the future of the women’s community. These agents of change were on the cutting 
edge of creating feminist community locally.  They did the ground breaking, backbreaking 
work of starting something from nothing. Their vision, integrity and commitment created 
spaces for women/feminists to have the hard conversations. They struggled through the 
process of creating an analysis, a platform, and building community support for a legacy that 
they will or have already  left for generations to come. They brought what was happening on 
the national level home or took what was happening locally to the national level. They made 
us a home. 
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Keepers of the Flame 
Keepers of the Flame are the individuals who kept feminist movements, organizations, and 
institutions alive in the times between large waves of activism and wider interest. They 
remained dedicated and held steady, continuing to raise their voices, muster resources, lead, 
and develop theory and analysis for feminist social justice issues in a time when few others 
were. Through holding space for feminist social justice work, they made it possible for later 
activists and generations to hit the ground running and build upon work from previous waves. 
Refusing to give into despair and fatigue, they had tremendous faith that if they could just 
keep a small flame of feminist social justice alive, feeding it all they could, that eventually 
others would come, bringing firewood to grow the flame into the next huge bonfire of 
resistance and community. 
  
Sustainers 
Sustainers are those persons who consistently, regularly and generously give of themselves. 
These are the individuals who do the thankless and often unseen tasks necessary to 
maintaining organizations and movements. They are the ones everyone else relies on to lick 
envelopes, sell tickets, buy tickets, participate in fundraisers, write newsletters, pick up 
supplies, attend most events (and get their friends to attend), arrive early to set-up and stay 
late to clean-up.  Sustainers are the lifeblood of organizations. 
  
Up-and-Comers/Next Wavers  
This award goes to individuals who are relatively new to feminist social justice work, but whose 
work already shows promise of and strong dedication to continuing and/or ushering in the 
next wave of feminist social justice activity. Up-and-comers may be young persons or they may 
be older persons entering the world of feminist activism for the first time.  
  
Badass Feminists  
This award goes to bold feminists who unabashedly fly their feminist flag and bring an 
unwavering feminist critique wherever they go. Badass Feminists are not afraid to “cause a 
scene” or make noise in pursuit of feminist social justice, and in fact often see the necessity of 
doing so. They are the ones leading demonstrations, carrying out direct actions, and penning 
feminist critiques and calls to action. Badass Feminists consistently call out privilege and raise 
critical consciousness in whatever organizations and/or movements in which they are working.  
They never back down from an opportunity to speak truth to power – biting their tongue is not 
in their nature.


Nominee Contact Information:
Your Contact Information:
Holding Our Own and the Women's Building
30th/35th Anniversary Awards 
Nomination Form
Holding Our Own and the Women’s Building are jointly celebrating 30 years plus of women’s community building and feminist social change organizing in the Capital Region. Celebrate with us on Saturday, December 1st at Hotel Albany! These two organizations have housed, seeded, and supported women’s work in the Capital Region together for many years.  Throughout our time together, we realized that we have not adequately recognized the leadership of Capital Region women in the feminist movement locally or broadly or our contributions to building community over several decades. Recognizing that leadership comes in a wide range of styles and forms, sometimes quiet and sometimes loud and in your face, we tried to create categories of awards that reflect the diversity of individuals and contributions they have made.  
Awards are open to all women-identified, trans, gender queer and gender non-conforming individuals. 
You may nominate as many individuals as you want. 
You may nominate multiple people in the same category. However, please only select one category for each person. Please see the attached Awards Descriptions on pages 3-4 for the available categories. 
Please use a separate form for each nominee. 
If you would rather submit a verbal nomination, please feel free to call Holding Our Own at 518.462.2871 to set up a time to take your information.
 
Deadline: Must be received by Friday, October 19th.
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Please answer the following questions:
To save and email this form, click on the "Print Form" button below.
Make sure "Adobe PDF" is selected in the dialog box. 
Save your completed form by clicking on "Save As" and changing the name of the file when saving. You can now send your Nomination Form as an email attachment to hoo@holdingourownonline.org
AWARDS CATEGORIES
Below are the awards categories, descriptions and names for our 30th Anniversary Awards. The awards are open to all women-identified, trans, gender queer or gender non-conforming
individuals.
 
Game Changers 
We are seeking individuals who are catalysts for change either within an organization or in the larger political context. They envision a different kind of world and may be seen as "visionary" or "inspirational." Game Changers spark ideas or strategies that may change the trajectory or culture of an organization or movement. They may have founded an organization, started a project or program, created new movement around a specific issue or issues, or brought feminism to arenas that are not traditionally seen as women’s issues. 
 
Creative ForcesThe Creative Force award recognizes individuals who use the arts or other expressive talent as a catalyst for feminist social change.  They may be writers, painters, dancers, filmmakers, etc. who use their artwork as a strategy for raising awareness around issues, to inspire or be part of protests and actions, to facilitate dialogues and convene community or any other creative approach to promoting feminism.  Nominees may also include persons who have used art as a form of protest and resistance.
 
Bridge Builders 
This award goes to individuals who are transformational leaders whose work is defined by creating connections between and amongst different communities, issues and/or organizations. They are marked by a willingness to work with feet in multiple worlds, often “belonging” to none or to all. Bridge Builders create the connections that make feminist community and movement building possible. They can be mediators, listeners or advocates. They might have initiated collaborative actions or efforts, convened representatives /participants from multiple communities or issue areas, and opened dialogue to facilitate healing and understanding. Bridge Builders are visionaries whose work challenges us to remember that we are more powerful together than separate. Their effectiveness as connectors and conduits of communication often comes with great personal sacrifice. 
 
Life time Achievement/LegacyThe Lifetime Achievement or Legacy Awards go to the pioneers “on whose shoulders we stand”. These are the local women who spearheaded, laid the bricks in the foundation, and shaped the future of the women’s community. These agents of change were on the cutting edge of creating feminist community locally.  They did the ground breaking, backbreaking work of starting something from nothing. Their vision, integrity and commitment created spaces for women/feminists to have the hard conversations. They struggled through the process of creating an analysis, a platform, and building community support for a legacy that they will or have already  left for generations to come. They brought what was happening on the national level home or took what was happening locally to the national level. They made us a home.
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Keepers of the FlameKeepers of the Flame are the individuals who kept feminist movements, organizations, and institutions alive in the times between large waves of activism and wider interest. They remained dedicated and held steady, continuing to raise their voices, muster resources, lead, and develop theory and analysis for feminist social justice issues in a time when few others were. Through holding space for feminist social justice work, they made it possible for later activists and generations to hit the ground running and build upon work from previous waves. Refusing to give into despair and fatigue, they had tremendous faith that if they could just keep a small flame of feminist social justice alive, feeding it all they could, that eventually others would come, bringing firewood to grow the flame into the next huge bonfire of resistance and community.
 
SustainersSustainers are those persons who consistently, regularly and generously give of themselves. These are the individuals who do the thankless and often unseen tasks necessary to maintaining organizations and movements. They are the ones everyone else relies on to lick envelopes, sell tickets, buy tickets, participate in fundraisers, write newsletters, pick up supplies, attend most events (and get their friends to attend), arrive early to set-up and stay late to clean-up.  Sustainers are the lifeblood of organizations.
 
Up-and-Comers/Next Wavers 
This award goes to individuals who are relatively new to feminist social justice work, but whose work already shows promise of and strong dedication to continuing and/or ushering in the next wave of feminist social justice activity. Up-and-comers may be young persons or they may be older persons entering the world of feminist activism for the first time. 
 
Badass Feminists 
This award goes to bold feminists who unabashedly fly their feminist flag and bring an unwavering feminist critique wherever they go. Badass Feminists are not afraid to “cause a scene” or make noise in pursuit of feminist social justice, and in fact often see the necessity of doing so. They are the ones leading demonstrations, carrying out direct actions, and penning feminist critiques and calls to action. Badass Feminists consistently call out privilege and raise critical consciousness in whatever organizations and/or movements in which they are working.  They never back down from an opportunity to speak truth to power – biting their tongue is not in their nature.
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